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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


MARCH MONTHLY MEETING. 
important Joint Meeting with the Library Association. 


Owing to war conditions the experiment is to be tried of 
holding the monthly meeting of the L.A.A. jointly with the 
Library Association. 

The first meeting of this kind will be held at the Central 
Public Library, Town Hall, Croydon, on Wednesday, 17th 
March, at 7.30 p.m. 


PROGRAMME. 


Afternoon, 3.30.—A visit will be arranged to the ancient 
Palace of the Archbishops of Croydon, under the 
direction of the Chairman of the Libraries Committee, 
CouncILLOR JOHN OLLIS PELTON, J.P. 


Evening, 7 p.m.—Light refreshments. 
7.30 p.m.—Papers will be read as follows :— 


CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE AND THE PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
COMMITTEE, by Reginald R. W. Brown, Chief 
Librarian, Northampton Public Library. 
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CLASSIFICATION AND THE _ PUBLIC, by 
F. W. C. Pepper, of the Reference Library, Birming- 
ham Public Libraries. 


The Chair will be occupied by CounciLLor PELTon. 
Opportunities will be given during the afternoon and 
evening for the examination of the methods of the 
Croydon Libraries, which are varied, and many of 
them unique. 


Croydon may be approached from the following London 
Stations :—London Bridge (both S.E.& C.R. and L.B.& S.C.R.) 
New Cross, Cannon Street, Charing Cross, Victoria, and Clap- 
ham Junction. It is advisable to take main line trains, which 
perform the journey in a little over a quarter of an hour. 


Tram services with through tickets run from the Embank- 
ment, Westminster, and Victoria. 


Motor Buses from Oxford Circus, Charing Cross, Victoria, 
Camden Town, Shoreditch, Elephant and Castle, and Woolwich. 


Members and friends attending the afternoon visit are 
requested to advise the Honorary Secretary, Mr. W. C. Berwick 
Sayers, at the Central Library, Town Hall, Croydon, by the 
day before. 


EDITORIAL. 


American Library Association Publications.—One by one 
the disabilities suffered in the past by English students of public 
library economy are being swept away. The almost entire 
absence of text-books and the lack of systematized training of 
20 years ago, are now relegated to the limbo of forgotten things. 
More recently the acquisition of American works on public library 
economy has presented difficulties to the English student, and 
therefore the appointment of Messrs. Grafton & Co., as English 
agents for the American Library Association works on library 
economy, removes a long felt want. That some thirty American 
works, including such important publications as, Kroeger’s 
“Guide to Reference Books’’; ‘‘A.L.A. Catalogue,’’ and 
‘Manual of Library Economy,”’ will be easily obtainable in the 
future, is good news to students. The fact that Messrs. Grafton 
and Co. are themselves publishers of many important works on 
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English library economy, adds to the importance of the arrange- 
ments as providing, in a measure, a central agency, the con- 
venience of which cannot be ignored. Modern day students are 
clearly more fortunate than those of a decade or two ago. 


The Doncaster Appointment.—On more than one occasion 
we have considered it necessary to call attention to certain 
inconsistencies in regard to public library appointments, and a 
recent case is another example in point. The Doncaster Public 
Library Authority advertised for an assistant, ‘‘preference’’ 
being given to applicants with open access experience and 
possessing Library Association certificates. With the former of 
the two qualifications we have no concern; it may well be per- 
mitted to look after itself, but such is not the case with the latter. 
We understand that not one of the three selected candidates 
possessed certificates. In view of the terms of the advertisement 
this is extraordinary. We must confess to a mild curiosity as to 
the reason for such a seemingly contradictory rendering of the 
terms of the advertisement. ‘Those applicants for the position, 
who foolishly, like ourselves, have always connoted the term 
‘‘preference,’’ as the ‘‘choice of a thing or individual, before 
another,’’ are now doubtless lamenting their own stupidity in 
failing to realise that whatever may be the common acceptance 
of the term, it evidently does not hold good in the estimation of 
the Doncaster library authority. 


DEFAULTERS.* 
/ 
By Miss R. L. Dumenit, Hackney Public Libraries. 


Probably the ideal State will consist of a community 
composed of people who will cheerfully do everything that is 
right and proper, and avoid actions which are harmful either to 
themselves, their neighbours, or to the State, and, therefore, 
will have no need of laws to control them. We live in a realistic 
age, and, with human nature as it is, all agree as to the necessity 
of laws and regulations to control the actions of the people. It 
is Obvious that Acts of Parliament are increasing in number 
year by year, and, as only a few are repealed, the boasted 
liberty of the subject becomes more restricted year by year. 
Curiously enough, people rather glory if they can succeed in 
cheating either the State, local authorities, railway companies, 
or other public bodies. 





*A paper read at a meeting of the Library Assistants’ Association at 
the Hornsey Central Library, on Wednesday, December 9th, 1914. 
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In our sphere of activity, rules, according to the average 
reader, are adopted simply to irritate and annoy, and cut short 
any liking the borrower may have acquired to damage, lose or 
burn books, or even allow them to be devoured by the dog, torn 
to shreds by the parrot, or given to young children in order 
that they may satisfy their infantile craving for destruction. 

I have grouped defaulters under three main headings; 
firstly, those who trespass through forgetfulness; secondly, 
those who break rules deliberately ; thirdly, those who break 
them through indifference. With the last class may be incorpor- 
ated those who offend through neglect, carelessness, selfishness, 
and so on. 

Included in the first class we have the familiar cases of 
Mrs. A. meeting her friend Mrs. B. in the library, and 
discussing, more or less loudly, the sayings and doings of mutual 
friends. Here also may be classed the delinquent who fails to 
return a book, when due. This offence is attributable in the 
majority of cases to forgetfulness, which often develops into a 
spirit of indifference. When a book shall be considered overdue 
is more or less immaterial to the present paper, which has to 
discuss the methods to be employed for the recovery of the book, 
and the fines which have accrued. The first step taken to 
secure the return of a book is to send an overdue notice remind- 
ing the borrower that the work should have been returned on a 
certain date. Much could be written upon the manner in which 
some folk receive an overdue notice. Some greet it with favour 
as being a sign of the carefulness and thoughtfulness of the 
staff, and this class of reader cordially expresses thanks for the 
service rendered. Others are indifferent, and treat it as a matter 
of no importance, and allow the fines to increase. There are a 
few simple souls still left who are humbled beyond measure, and 
who regard the first official demand for the return of the book 
in the light of nothing less than a mandate to appear at the 
Assizes! We wish there were more of these people. But there 
are still others who treat the overdue notice as a sample of 
Bumbledom of the worst kind. It might be said their anger and 
indignation only equal the feelings of insufferable hurt experi- 
enced by the borrower who receives an overdue notice by 
mistake! Those who object to the gentle official reminder 
usually say, ‘‘Well, after all, if we are willing to pay for it, 
can’t we keep a book as long as we like?’ When the first 
notification fails to bring about the desired end, it is usual to 
send a second notice to the reader. In the United States, when 
a fine varying from 1 to 10 cents is not sufficient to induce the 
reader to conform to the rules, the aid of the police is called in, 
who, it is written, ‘‘are so accommodating that they have kindly 
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appeared at the residences of the very few persons who have 
failed, either as principal or surety, to return our books.”’ 
Another law considered the person who detained a book two 
weeks after the first overdue notice had been sent, guilty of 
having converted the property to his own use! But the majority 
of American libraries levy a fine ranging from 1 to 3 cents for 
the first five days, and increase it to 5 cents for the following 
days, finally dispatching a messenger for the book with instruc- 
tions that an additional fee of $} be collected from the bor- 
rower. The matter is not viewed so strictly in England. After 
a second notice is dispatched and where the borrower is not his 
own guarantor, the guarantor is notified, generally with good 
effect. Where possible, it is wise to employ messengers to call 
upon offending borrowers, but from the librarian’s point of view 
there is certainly one objection to this practice. If the messenger 
is successful in securing the book, he rarely, if ever, receives 
the fines due. It seems much easier to enforce a fine when the 
book is returned to the library, than when it is called for by the 
staff. This, I believe, is because the reader is on his own 
ground when the messenger calls, and thus feels more coura- 
geous in arguing the point with reference to the fine, than when 
in a public building, probably in the presence of strangers, and 
always someone in authority who can be called, should occasion 
arise. Again, the promise can always be given that the reader 
will call and pay the fine. When notices and messengers have 
proved ineffective, then the matter is generally reported to the 
committee for further action. Taken as a whole the public 
library department is run on very accommodating lines. Very 
rarely is a borrower unduly harassed. If an overdue notice is 
sent, whether rightly or wrongly, profound apologies are on the 
tip of every librarian’s tongue, and if we fail to get the book, 
we never seem to tire of writing letter upon letter. Certainly 
no other public department is so considerate for the comfort of 
its clientéle. Even when the matter has been reported to the 
committee still another letter is sent to apprise the borrower of 
the seriousness of having the case taken into court. Usually, 
readers are personally informed that as the case will sure to go 
against them, they will, have court and solicitor’s costs to pay 
in addition. Should the committee’s letter end in no action being 
taken, then a sterner mandate is sent by the Town Clerk. The 
policy of sending a messenger is perhaps not a good one with 
those hardened offenders of whom every library system has 
had experience. In such cases swift and sure retribution should 
follow on the dispatch of the first notice, through the medium 
of the County or Police Court, and the borrower made to suffer 
all the consequences. These regular offenders are a nuisance to 
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every library staff, and their careers should be cut short. Insteac 
of this, we pamper them with endless correspondence and veiled 
threats, which in themselves are often worthless or meaningless. 
The whole question of being able to take proceedings with 
anything like success depends on the value of the application or 
guarantee form as a legal contract. It is generally easy to 
secure a book through legal channels, but to recover the tines 
incurred, often depends upon the whim of the magistrate or 
judge. Provided a reader or guarantor has signed a form under- 
taking to abide by the regulations, you may sue for any book 
not returned, lost, or damaged. Once the borrower’s application 
is filled in and tickets issued, the way is open for the reader 
to perpetrate all kinds of offences contrary to rules. 

To my mind, open access lends itself somewhat more freely 
to offences by defaulters than the indicator system. Like the 
ostrich, who, placing its head in the sand, imagining thereby that 
it cannot be seen because it cannot see, is the borrower who 
places the overdue book on the shelf without being discharged, 
thinking that he will evade the fine. 

Coming to the second class—the deliberate defaulter—it is 
very rarely that libraries have much trouble with offenders who 
act deliberately against the regulations with intent to defraud. 
The question of a supposed forged signature can generally he 
settled so far as the guarantor’s signature is concerned, 
reference to the person who is supposed to have signed t 
form. If it is found that the signature is a forgery, then pro- 
ceedings may be taken against the persons concerned. I was 
recently going through a pile of rules collected from various 
libraries and I found a post-card, a copy of which was sent to 
every guarantor. It was worded as follows: ‘‘I beg to inform 
you that So and So has handed in here a voucher which is under- 
stood to be from you and bearing your signature. By this you 
are held responsible for all works issued to So and So, and for 
fines incurred.’’ I enquired at the library mentioned on the 
post-card, and found that this practice has been stopped, as 
replies received did not compensate for the postage and time 
spent in dispatching these notices. I think the neighbourhood 
where I am employed shines as well as any on this question of 
signatures. Students at Jews’ schools must be taught one style 
of handwriting much more strictly than in other schools. At any 
rate, the similarity of handwriting amongst several members 
of the same family is astounding. 

The rule of tickets being not transferable is broken by every 
library, probably every day. Rarely can it be detected, and it 
is of small matter to the library authorities if a ticket is used 
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by another person, provided there is a rule safeguarding the 
library authorities in case of prosecution. 

The individual who annexes maps, illustrations, defaces 
periodicals, adds his views of the subject in the margins of 
books, who returns a book containing large patches of candle 
grease or unpleasant traces of previous meals, is a very common 
offender, and most difficult to trace. In ‘‘Thirty-three Years in 
Bookland,’’ by D. Cuthbertson, it is recorded that Lord 
Brougham held very optimistic views of life and of the capabili- 
ties of the working man who wished to provide himself with 
nourishing food. His Lordship looked forward to the era when 
everyone would be able to read Bacon. Cobbett had similar 
ideas, and his retort to Brougham was, that he would be 
delighted to see the ushering in of the day when every working 
man would eat Bacon, and, he might have added, enjoyed 
Lamb! Cobbett’s idea has been realized. Librarians know this 
too well, when books are returned enclosing within their printed 
pages the remains of a hearty English breakfast or the distin- 
guished odour of fried fish! 

With reference to class three, forgetfulness, failure to report 
cases of infectious disease is considered by some to be a serious 
omission. But it has recently been shown that there is scarcely 
any infection carried by books. The closed pages of a book are 
by no means a good ground for microbes who wish to get on— 
or off! Professor, now Lieut-Col. Kenwood, having come to 
the conclusion, after a series of experiments carried out on books 
withdrawn from certain public libraries, that books are not a 
source of danger in this respect. 

In cases of failure to notify changes of address, very little 
can be done. The system of renewing tickets brings these 
delinquents to light better than anything. 

Folk who will not protect books on their journeys to and 
from the library in wet weather ; who will persist in bringing in 
cycles and pet animals ; who, when they are in the lending depart- 
ment, try the good temper of the staff, by misplacing as many 
books as possible, are all delinquents to a degree. 

Under the heading ‘‘Defaulters,’’ may also be included 
those who use the library in whatever department and offend in 
some way or another. They may not observe silence when talk- 
ing is forbidden, or they may offend in numerous ways. With 
this class of defaulter a paper of this kind is scarcely 
concerned, but if I were asked how to treat them, I would 
say that a little commonsense and tact used in administering 
the library will go a long way towards’ reducing 
this class of offence. I have purposely, too, left out the question 
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of juvenile offenders. For the most part, it is difficult to deal 
with them seriously. Many of them offend against every rule 
without exception, and the most suitable remedy to apply is the 
fairly safe one of suspending the ticket, for a time, or altogether. 

Whatever methods are adopted for the treatment of 
defaulters, rules and regulations should always be drawn up to 
give the minimum amount of irritation and the maximum amount 
of liberty. The maxim that ‘‘to err is human’’ is one of the 
cardinal rules of life, and the text of every librarian should be 
composed in those words of Robert Burns: ‘‘Here’s freedom to 
him that would read.” 


PROCEEDINGS. 


FEBRUARY GENERAL MEETING. 


The February Meeting of the L.A.A. was held on Wednes- 
day, the 10th, at the Public Library, Bancroft Road, Mile End, 
E., at which nearly fifty members and friends were present. 
Refreshments were served by the Stepney Libraries’ Staff, and 
an opportunity was given to view the various administrative 
departments of these efficient libraries prior to the meeting. An 
admirable musical programme, arranged by Mr. and Mrs. 
Moslin and Mr. Fletcher, all of Stepney, was listened to with 
zest, the performance by Mr. R. H. Loney on the piccolo being 
particularly appreciated. 

At 8.15 the Chair was taken by CounciLtor Brown, Chair- 
man of the Public Libraries’ Committee, who, after a brief but 
cordial welcome to the visitors, straightway called upon Mr. W. 
Benson Thorne to read the Minutes of the last meeting, and then 
upon the Borough Librarian, Mr. ALBERT CAWTHORNE, to give 
his paper upon ‘‘Lecture work in connection with Libraries.’ 
Libraries, he began, were a realisation of the co-operative idea, 
in that they were democratic, non-partisan organisations. As 
an ‘educational agency they were unique among institutions. 
Those educationists who advocated liberal education among the 
working classes too often ignored the share municipal libraries 
had in that. Indifference to libraries among the official classes 
must be done away with before such institutions could fulfil 
their proper functions. Mr. Cawthorne then reviewed the edu- 
cational machinery now in operation, and commented on the cost 
of primary education. He advocated self-improvement by 
private reading and study on the part of primary scholars. The 
work of libraries on the one hand, and of the National Home 
Reading Union, the Workers’ Educational Association, and the 
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University Extension Boards on the other, should be more allied. 
The scope of properly illustrated lectures was unlimited, while 
the cinematograph, he was sure, offered a magnificent field for 
imparting useful information. 

The Chairman, who opened the discussion, remarked that he 
did not think that lectures would be quite a success until com- 
bined with the cinema. The Honorary Secretary had been 
greatly interested in the paper. He thought it a good thing to 
hear of the removal of the traditional limit to the librarian’s 
work, and commented on the variety of courses of lectures held 
at Stepney. He would like to know, however, whether the 
University Extension Lectures reached the people. Their 
experience at Croydon had been unfortunate in that respect 
owing to the high fees charged for admittance. He urged that 
the subscription should be nominal. Were the people who came 
to the Stepney lectures listeners or students? He thought that 
the lectures which did not lead up to books were out of place in 
a library. The perfect lecture must stimulate interest in the 
subject, and lead to reading. Had they reading circles at 
Stepney, and were they able to get qualified leaders, able to keep 
up the interest in the subject ? He protested against the sugges- 
tion that the cinematograph should be introduced into the library. 
As it was, they were to be seen at every street corner. He 
thanked Mr. Cawthorne for an excellent and stimulative paper. 
Mr. W. Benson TuHorNE (Poplar) thought Mr. Cawthorne an 
enthusiast, but could not agree with his ideas as to the public 
library as a teaching institution. It seemed to him that if they 
were carried out in full a University would be set up in every 
neighbourhood. The library carried out its function when it 
provided literature for all in every class. He agreed that the 
various institutions mentioned should be closely allied to the 
library, and rooms provided therein. He would like to know 
how they got the money to print the posters at Stepney. Per- 
sonally, he was not in favour of spending money on lectures, 
except those which bore directly upon the use of books. 
Mr. CAWTHORNE, in the course of his replies, considered that the 
lantern lecture audience wanted to be talked to, but they had 
experimented in discussions at Stepney with success. He 
thought that reading circles should be organised by the librarian 
of every library. On account of the attitude of the auditor, it 
was necessary to be continually begging for the free services 
of lecturers. As no expenses were allowed, they had to appeal 
to the people for aid in advertising. But they had had a grant 
of £35 per annum from the London University for Extension 
Lectures, obtained because of the satisfactory review of work 
done over a given period. The library had to bear the cost of 
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advertising. The usual votes of thanks to the librarian and staff 
for their hospitality were moved and seconded by Messrs. J. 
WARNER (Croydon) and the Honorary Epitor ; to the Chairman 
of the Libraries’ Committee for presiding, by the Honorary 
Secretary and Mr, J. E. WaLKer (Tottenham). CounciLiLor 
BROWN, in replying to the vote, was of opinion that the L.A.A. 
should be well supported by all assistants. CouNcILLoR Evans, 
a past Chairman of the Committee, also spoke. He asked for 
closer co-operation between the library and the Education 
Authority for the sake of the children. There was a distinct 
break when a child left school, too often books and education 
were left behind. A great deal was lost in that way. He thought 
that a grant should be made to the library for that work by the 
Education Authority. This concluded a highly successful 
meeting. 


NORTH WESTERN BRANCH. 


A most successful meeting of the North Western Branch 
of the L.A.A. was held at the Central Public Library, Rochdale, 
on Wednesday, February 17th. After the inspection of the 
library, which is classified on the ‘Subject’? system, and a 
meeting of the Committee, the members proceeded to the Art 
Gallery, where they were received by ALDERMAN WILSON 
DunninG, J.P., Chairman of the Public Libraries, Museum and 
Art Gallery Committee. In the course of his address he referred 
to the excellent work done by his predecessor, Lt.-Col. Fishwick, 
who was a well-known local antiquarian, and also gave a short 
history of the progress of the library movement in Rochdale. 
He thought they now possessed a very good library and an attrac- 
tive art gallery. In his opinion the librarian’s position was an 
honourable one, and it was advisable for assistants in their 
younger days to qualify themselves for promotion. The 
librarian was the medium between the author and the readers, 
and should, therefore, possess among other qualities, discrimi- 
nation. 

Mr. R. J. Gorpvon, F.L.A., Chief Librarian of Rochdale, 
occupied the chair, and the evening was devoted to a discussion 
of the subjects set for essays in sections 3 to 6 of the Library 
Association Examinations for this year. The leaders of the 
discussion were asked to outline the scope of the essays in their 
respective sections, to indicate lines of research to be followed, 
and the most profitable sources of information. Throughout, 
care was taken to avoid infringing the rule of the Library 
Association. 
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Mr. James Hinpe, Deputy-Librarian, Blackburn, opened 
with an exposition of the essay set in Section 3: Classification. 
He advocated a catalogue based on the Dewey system, as that 
system was most widely used, and had a pure notation; also 
because many good catalogues based upon the Dewey scheme 
had been published, and these would form excellent guides to the 
student. It was impossible to lay down any definite rules for 
sub-division, as the minuteness of sub-division depended upon 
the number of works in each class. Both author and subject 
indexes should be provided; the author index should include 
anonymous works, while the subject index should be of the 
relative type. The preface to be addressed to the public should 
be practical and concise. Mr. Hindle quoted an extract from a 
letter received from Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers, to the effect 
that the great fault found with students was that they ‘repeat 
theory rather like parrots, without working out notions for 
themselves; and that not close enough attention as a rule is 
paid to practical work.”’ 

Mr. Frank HELLIWELL, Assistant Librarian, Rochdale, fol- 
lowed with the subject of the essay set in Section 4: Cataloguing. 
He stated that the catalogue to be desired for a reference library 
was the one which favoured research, and furnished the reader 
in the quickest way with all he required. Nine times out of ten 
the reference library reader wanted to know what the library 
possessed on a certain subject, therefore he favoured a subject 
catalogue. He compared the relative advantages of the classi- 
fied and dictionary catalogues, and concluded that although the 
classified catalogue took more time to refer to at first, it finally 
met the needs of the reference library reader more satisfactorily 
than the dictionary form. Full collations and annotations were 
indispensable in a reference library catalogue; in a dictionary 
catalogue the collations and annotations should not be separated 
under author and subject entries, but appear together. The 
simple author catalogue, and the purely subject catalogue, with- 
out indexes, were unsatisfactory. 

Mr. Maurice J. Wriciey, Deputy-Librarian, Stockport, 
opened the discussion upon the essay set in Section 5: Library 
History. He dealt first with some of the distinctive features of 
library architecture, and focussed attention upon the specific 
points which he considered should be emphasized in a compari- 
son of the plans of recent branch libraries costing £5,000. The 
plans of the branch libraries as a whole should be compared 
first, to be followed by a comparison of the various departments 
in their order of importance—such details as architectural 
features, position, lighting, area of rooms, materials used, and 
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decoration being considered by the student. Mr. Wrigley gave 
many details of branch library architecture, laid particular stress 
upon the artistic and decorative side of the work, and in addition 
to the ordinary sources of information, mentioned the files of 
The Builder, Building News, and The Architectural Review. 

Mr. Eric A, Peppietre, Assistant Librarian of the Univer- 
sity of Liverpool, dealt with the subject set in Section 6: 
Practical Library Administration. He said that the scope of the 
essay included everything germane to juvenile library organisa- 
tion and administration, and therefore the real difficulty to the 
student lay in the orderly marshalling of his abundant material. 
The essay should be divided into two parts: (1) Organisation 
and practical methods; (2) Suggestion for extension work. 
Part one should be divided for convenience of treatment into 
(a) Municipal children’s libraries; (b) School libraries. Much 
of the organisation and administration of these two kinds of 
library was similar, so that when the student had dealt with 
(a) he would have a basis of comparison for (b). In outlining 
the details of organisation and methods under (a) and (b) the 
various activities should be dealt with, as far as possible, in 
an evolutionary order, commencing with the conception of the 
library in its planning, and working up to the final use of the 
library by its readers. For example, the system and the plan 
of the library must be considered first ; the building completed, 
the question of finance, staff, fitting and furniture naturally 
follows; then comes book selection, classification, cataloguing, 
framing of regulations, conservation of books, etc. Mr. 
Peppiette gave an exhaustive survey of the work carried on 
under various departments, briefly outlined the chief features of 
extension work, and concluded with practical hints to the 
student. 

The discussions maintained a high level throughout, and 
amongst those who contributed were Messrs. R. J. GorDon, 
J. L. Davison (Bolton), J. A. MerrisHaw (Darwen), J. Lams 
(Rochdale) , H. Fostatt and W. G. Fry (Manchester) and the 
Honorary SECRETARY. 

Mr. James Hindle, Deputy-Librarian, Blackburn, was 
elected Chairman of the Branch in succession to Mr. Pepper 
(now of Birmingham), and Mr. T. W. Wright was added to 
the Committee. 

With votes of thanks to Alderman Wilson Dunning, J.P., 
Mr. R. J. Gordon, and the leaders of the discussions, a highly 
interesting and instructive meeting concluded. 
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SOUTH COAST BRANCH. 


A very enjoyable meeting of the South Coast Branch of the 
Library Assistants’ Association was held at the Brighton Public 
Library, on Wednesday, 20th January, 1915; representatives 
from Brighton, Hove, and Worthing attending. By kind invi- 
tation of the Aquarium Committee the afternoon was spent at 
a concert given by the Brighton Municipal Orchestra in the 
Aquarium, following which Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Roberts 
entertained the party to tea in the Fine Art Galleries. Councillor 
Southall was also present in his capacity of Chairman of the 
Library, Museums, and Fine Arts Committee. 

The meeting took place after tea, the Director, Mr. H. D. 
RoserTs presiding. The Chairman, in a characteristic speech, 
welcomed the members to Brighton, and then called upon Mr. 
R. E. SmitHer (Brighton) to read a paper on: “A Plea for 
Business Methods in Library Practice.’ Mr. Smither considered 
that the public generally—yes, and some in the profession, too 
—did not consider public libraries to be institutions in which 
business methods are, or should be adopted and worked. Deal- 
ing with the personal element, the speaker pleaded for a more 
systematic and thorough training of the junior assistant, especi- 
ally during the first two or three years. In conclusion, Mr. 
Smither gave it as his opinion that public libraries are not 
providing for the business and commercial communities as they 
should do; too much attention being given to the scholar and 
student. The paper provoked a lively discussion, Messrs. 
Roserts, Law, Wess, Hynes, Scott, and MEw, and the Misses 
Younc and LeaPer taking part. 

Miss M. M. Barnetr (Brighton) followed with a very 
interesting paper on ‘‘The Feminine Element in Literature.’ 
The speaker dealt mainly with the feminine characters of 
Shakespeare, Dickens and Thackeray. Keen interest was shown 
in the paper, those contributing to the ensuing discussion includ- 
ing Messrs. Law and Hynes, and Miss FaiRWEATHER. 

During the evening the Chairman presented a prize, offered 
by Miss Frost, Librarian of Worthing, to Miss Leaper, of 
srighton, for the best essay on the subject : “How Would You 
Organize a Library of 20,000 Volumes?’’ A prize given by Mr. 
Lister, Librarian of Hove, was awarded to Mr. A. Cecil Piper, 
for an essay on: ‘‘Books that have Influenced Me.”’ 

Votes of thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Roberts, and 
to the readers of the papers brought a very pleasant meeting 
to a close. ; 

Mr. William Law, of Brighton, has been elected Chairman 
in the place of Mr. Piper, and Mr. ArthurWebb,also of Brighton, 
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succeeds Mr. Male (who has joined H.M. Forces) as Honorary 
Secretary of the Branch. 


OUR LIBRARY. 
Lance, F.W.T., and Berry, W.T.—Books on the Great 
War: an Annotated Bibliography of Literature issued during the 


European Conflict. With Preface by R. A. Peddie. 65 pp. 
94-in. x6-in. Red clo. 1915. Grafton & Co. 2s. 6d. n. 


The scope of the work by our old friend, Mr. Lange, and his assis- 
tant, is almost sufficiently indicated in its title. It consists of a classified, 
annotated list (the annotations being expository and free from the critical 
note), preceded by a subject index, and followed by an author index. The 
works included cover the first five months of the War, August to December, 
1914, and, we presume, there is an intention to keep the work up-to-date— 
which leads us to wonder why the entries were not printed on one side 
of the paper only, in order that additions might be made in manuscript. 
It will be remembered that Professor Seccombe urged the desirability of 
collecting and recording all material, however transient, relating to these 
times. ‘This is the attitude of the compilers, and they have included much 
pamphlet material, verses, fiction, etc., which, apart from that purpose, 
would be negligible. A useful section on maps, and the entries of fiction 
prophesying the war and fiction depicting the actual events of the last five 
months, call for special mention. Mr. Peddie, who is the apostle of the 
‘collect everything’’ school of bibliography, writes a preface commending 
the work, and mentioning that it records 500 titles. In commendation we 
need only say that the work represents much labour, is apparently well- 
arranged and indexed, and that any bibliography of which these things may 
be said deserves the sympathetic support of librarians. Compilers get 
small recompense, anyhow, beyond the knowledge that they have been 
profitable to other users of books. W.C.B.S. 


Finspury Pusiic Lisraries.—Quarterly Guide for Readers. 
War Number. Vol. 21, No. 83. January, 1915. 24 pp. Gratis. 


In a quiet, unostentatious manner the Finsbury Libraries, which were 
at one time quite the best known public libraries in London, continue to 
maintain their excellent traditions. The bulletin, a number of which we 
notice, is still one of the best in the country; with admirable cataloguing, 
good annotations, and an alertness and appropriateness in its reading lists 
worthy of all commendation. The number before us well deserves the 
attention of other libraries as a sound contribution to the growing biblio- 
graphy of the War. It is arranged on Dewey, and embraces, in addition to 
the necessary headings, International Law, Strategy, Ambulance, and the 
countries of the various protagonists, an introductory section on the Ethics 
of War, which is not limited to the present struggle, and a final section 
on Fiction, illustrating the evils of war. Articles from periodicals are 
included. The annotations are sufficient and restrained. W.C.B.S. 


NEW MEMBERS. 
Member: James Kearsley (Fulham). Assoelate: Hubert Burn 
(Carlisle). 
South Coast Branch : Member: W. J. Edmonston-Scott, M.A., F.S.A. 
(Scot.), (Brighton). Associate: Miss E. Haben (Brighton). 
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WORK OF THE COUNCIL. 


The January meeting of the Council was held at the Cripplegate 
Institute, when there were present : The Vice-President (Mr. H. G. Sureties) 
in the chair; Misses Clarke and Gilbert; Messrs. Chambers, Hogg, Peach, 
Peters, Thorne, Walker, Young, and the Honorary Secretary (Mr. W. C. 
Berwick Sayers). 

The Honorary Treasurer reported that subscriptions were now coming 
in more satisfactorily than for the previous months of the current financial 

ear. 

. The Education Committee reported that a letter had been received 
from Mr. Rae, Chief Librarian, Fulham Public Libraries, suggesting 
that the L.A.A. should make efforts to establish a Scottish Branch, and 
that he would be willing to approach people in various Scottish towns to 
help in the work if the Council would authorise him to do so. Mr. Rae's 
offer was gratefully accepted, and the Council resolved to support him in 
every way possible. 

One new member and two associates were elected. 

The Secretary was instructed to send letters of thanks, signed by the 
Chairman of the Council, to the Governors of the Bishopsgate and Cripple- 
gate Institutions for the use of rooms for Council meetings. 

Attention was called to the fact that most of the forthcoming meetings 
of the Library Association had been arranged on the same dates as those 
of the L.A.A. meetings, which had been arranged three months before the 
Library Association programme had been published, and it was resolved 
that this should be pointed out to the Library Association. 


The February Council meeting was held at Caxton Hall, on February 
17th, at 7 p.m., when the following attended : The Vice-President (Mr. H. G. 
Sureties); Misses Clarke and Gilbert; Messrs. Chambers, Hawkins, Hogg, 
Thorne, Walker, and the Honorary Assistant Secretary (Mr. J. Warner.) 

It was explained that the absence of Mr. Sayers was due to influenza, 
and a vote of sympathy with Mr. Sayers was recorded, the Council express- 
ing the hope that he would have a speedy recovery. 

The Education Committee asked to be empowered to approach the 
Library Association with a view to arranging a joint programme for next 
Session, and the suggestion met with unanimous approval. 

Two new members and two new associates were elected. 
cation for membership was refused. 


In addition to the proceedings recorded above, much formal business 
was transacted. 


One appli- 


THE L.A.A. ROLL OF HONOUR. 
London, Reform Club: W. R. B. Pripeaux (Lieut., 7th Wilts.). 


PROMOTIONS. 
Our congratulations are tendered to: 

CarTeR, W. T., F.L.A., Librarian of Warwick, who enlisted 
in the 7th Royal Warwickshire Regiment as a private, and 
has been given a temporary commission in the 10th Stafford- 
shire Regiment. 

Cooper, E. J., Fulham Public Libraries,who enlisted as a private 
in the Norfolk Cyclists Battalion, has been promoted to 
Sergeant, after three months’ service. 








48 


ISLINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 


A start has been made with the building of the South-East 
Branch Library. This branch will complete the system of libraries 
for Islington, which will consist of a central library and three 
branches. 

Messrs. Patman & Fotheringham are the contractors, and 
the cost of the building, when completed, will be £11,500, of 
which £10,000 has been provided by Mr. Andrew Carnegie. 





A SONNET. 
By A Soipier Liprarian. 


The following sonnet, contributed to the ‘‘Easter School 
Album of Reminiscences,’’ expresses so finely the feelings of 
many of us, that we give it a wider publicity. It is addressed 
to one of our German members. 

TO E,J. 
A web was woven at the Loom of Fate; 
Enmeshed were we within its subtle strands, 
Till torn asunder by War’s ruthless hands 
And from communion sadly separate. 
Yet not entirely are we desolate ; 
For, while we serve with love our native lands, 
Our hearts remember still the firm knit bands 
Of Friendship; and the bitterness of Hate 
No crevice of our souls may e’er invade. 
Glad days have gone; glad days will come again; 
By intervening horrors undismayed, 
We wait until the gracious moment, when 
The hosts that are to mortal hurt arrayed, 
Shall scatter and begin the Peace of Men. Cc. 


CHANGES AND APPOINTMENTS. 

Baker, S. B., Librarian of Burslem, has resigned on account of ill- 
health. 

Mittwarp, A. J., Librarian of Hanley, has been appointed Borough 
Librarian, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Horson, J., Librarian of Longton, has been appointed Chief Assis- 
tant, Stoke-on-Trent. 

*Haywarb, G. V. R., Sub-librarian, Watford, has been appointed 
senior assistant, Portsmouth Central Library. 

[The other selected candidates were: F. Barlow, Great Lever Branch 
Library, Bolton, and *Clifford Stott, Rochdale Public Library. ] 

+SavaceE, Ernest A., Librarian, Wallasey Public Libraries, to be City 
Librarian, Coventry. 

[The Committee took the interesting course of making a first selec- 
tion of candidates, and then of visiting their libraries, making the final 
selection as a result. The other final candidates were Messrs. *W. C. 
Berwick Sayers (Croydon) and J. McDonald (Glasgow). ] 

*Kearstey, C. J., Sub-Librarian of Colchester, has been appointed 
an assistant at the Fulham Central Library. 

+Formerly Member L.A.A. ; *Member L.A.A. 
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